
DID YOU KNOW? — May Day 

Dear readers and Spar-

kles'© lovers. It's been ex-

actly three months since 

the presentation of the 

first issue of our newslet-

ters and during that time, 

I dare say, we've come far. 

The third issue that's now 

in front of you is twice the 

size of the first one and 

the number of contribu-

tors is growing. But, what 

I consider the most impor-

tant thing is the fact that 

students comment on 

what they've read and, 

what is more, keep asking 

if we'll publish what they 

write. With motivation 

being such a big problem 

today, I believe this is 

quite a success.  

Another proof that Spar-

kles© has piqued your in-

terest comes in form of 

emails telling us there are 

problems with opening 

and downloading the file. 

We know it's a nuisance, 

but there isn't much we 

can do about it at the mo-

ment except offer you to 

subscribe to a mailing list 

and receive Sparkles.pdf 

as an email attachment.  

May issue is saying good-

bye to seniors, giving an 

overview of what's been 

going on in schools 

throughout the county and 

introducing the idea that 

our faith isn't written in 

the stars, but among the 

trees. With the end of the 

school year on the horizon 

and with all the stress 

that comes with it, we 

hope Sparkles© may 

brighten your day(s). ▪ I.P. 

On the first day of May the British celebrate the arrival of 

spring and warm weather. Flowers bloom, leaves grow and 

baby animals are born in spring. The May Day festival origi-

nated in the Roman Empire around 258 BC. It was a festiv-

ity in honour of Flora, the goddess of flowers and spring. Af-

ter the Roman invasion on Britain, the Britons began to cele-

brate this festivity too. The ancient Celts celebrated spring 

the night before May Day. This festival was called Beltane. 

The Druids made big fires on top of the hills. The Celts sat 

around the fire, ate, sang and danced happily. In central 

Scotland Beltane is still an important festival.  In the Middle 

Ages May Day was one of the merriest festivities in Britain. 

People went into the forest after midnight and picked flowers 

and plants which they put in their hair when they got back 

in the morning. Then they all sang and danced all day long. 

The most important event of the day was the dance around 

the Maypole. The Maypole is decorated with many coloured 

ribbons which represent sun’s rays and form a design on the 

Maypole. The most beautiful young woman of the village is 

elected the May Queen. This dance is still very popular in 

Britain and the States though May Day is not an official 

holiday in the United States. Some elementary schools and 

universities in the USA have May Day festivals where a 

young girl becomes the Queen of the May. Music, dancing 

around the Maypole and games are all parts of the festival. 

There are beautiful floral decorations everywhere. ▪ M.I. 
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After I graduate, I plan on finishing an 

extra year, so I can go to university later.  

Iva Subota, 17 & Doris Lončar, 17 

I would like to find a job as a salesperson 

to gain the necessary experience so I 

could open my own store one day. 

Anamarija Baukovac, 17 

WHAT AFTER HIGHSCHOOL? 

Well, what is there left to say after 

all this time? We’ve had a wonder-

ful 4 years together and they will 

always stay with me as the first 4. 

Good luck, always do your best in 

every situation and make your 

dreams come true. You deserve it. 

▪ M.I. 

tional. The friendships which were 

once at stake, are now being re-

formed and bound “for life”, ro-

mances are emerging amongst 

classmates. The greatest moments 

from their 3 or 4 years together are 

being relived and rehashed. All the 

bad times forgotten, and the good 

ones committed to memory. All the 

while (anxiously) waiting for what 

the future holds.  

I spent a lot of time talking to my 

seniors about the future, their 

plans, wishes and dreams, and I 

gathered that they’re ready for 

what’s out there, completely aware 

that their lives are just at the be-

ginning and eager to start living 

them.  

It’s that time of the year again.  

Colourful T-shirts with witty in-

scriptions fill the school hallways. 

Noise levels are sky high. Whistling 

seniors are counting down to Friday 

17th. 

Sure, they are all aware it’s not 

completely over — they still have to 

graduate — but, nevertheless, the 

excitement is palpable and quite 

contagious (especially for their 

teachers who will finally get a 

break). Planning their prom night, 

what they will wear, who they will 

take… It gets tense... 

Now, as the last week of their high 

school education is upon them, eve-

ryone is getting nostalgic and emo-

GOODBYE, SENIORS! 

Goodbye & good luck! 

 

THIS MONTH’S BUZZ 
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Always do your compulsory reading.  

Matea Jandrić, 18 & Renata Ljubić, 

18 & Vedran Kos, 18 

Don’t be afraid to stand up for your-

selves and what you believe in, but 

try to avoid confrontations and argu-

ments.  

Antonella Filipović, 18 

Don’t stop learning after highschool. 

Go to university or start a career.  

Martina Rupa, 18 

You’re only seniors once. Don’t 

waste your time! 

Karmen Derežić, 17 

Study at the beginning, so you 

could spend your last months in 

school enjoying yourselves. 

Tamara Ožegović, 18 

Start thinking about your final 

paper on time! 

Ivona Filipan, 17 

Study hard, be honest and good, 

and always hold your ground. Be 

true to yourselves no matter what. 

Ana-Marija Keserica, 17 &  

Antonija Valanović, 17 

 

Although there will be people in 

your class you sometimes won’t 

get along with, try to respect each 

other and do your best to settle 

your differences. You’ll miss every-

one when it’s over. 

 Ivana Böhm, 18 & Žana Grgić, 18 

TO FUTURE SENIORS... 

Multiple matching task 

A few texts on a similar 

subject or one text divided 

into a few sections. 

The questions test your 

ability to find specific 

information or specific details 

from the text. 
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STUDENTS’ CORNER 

Tips for tests - useful strategies for the matura exam 

GRAMMAR TITBIT:  
2nd CONDITIONAL  

2nd Conditional: 

If + Past Simple,  

would + infinitive. 

For imaginary situation or 

event and its result in the 

present or future. 

“If you realized how powerful 

your thoughts were, you would 

never think a negative 

thought.”  

Peace Pilgrim 

the questions and in the text. 

Look for words and phrases 

that have a similar meaning 

to the key words in the 

questions, or that express the 

same idea as the questions. 

4) Read it carefully once 

again to make sure it is the 

right answer. 

STRATEGY:  

1) Read the text quickly to get 

an idea what it is about. 

2) Read through all the 

questions and underline key 

words in them. 

3) Scan the text to find answers 

to each of the questions.  Do 

not look for identical words in  



The fifth Leonardo project meeting A step further, funded by 

the Agency for mobility and EU programmes, was held in San 

Sebastian from March 18, 2013 till March 22, 2013. Croatian 

team consisted of Dinka Ivanović, headteacher, Ksenija 

Škorić and Romana Gašpar, teachers, and three students 

Anamarija Toplak, Tea Bošnjak and Dominik Josip Ivošević. 

 The task for the meeting was making souvenirs and all the 

partners exchanged their souvenirs. The Croatian students 

made fridge magnets with the Croatian and Daruvar 

symbols, the 2014 calendar and origami cranes. ▪ R.G. 

STUDENTS’ VISIONS OF THE FUTURE—LIFE IN 2063 

A STEP FURTHER IN SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND TOURISM, DARUVAR 
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Here is what Dominik said about his Spanish trip: 

My trip to Spain was absolutely amazing, it was covered with sorts of adventures and events that left a permanent mark in 

my memory. So, the first day we came to San Sebastian, the wind was blowing from every direction and in adition, rain was 

pouring. We were all wet when we got to the school, but no biggies, everything's cool. The hosts had few presentations about 

the project and their city, we exchanged gifts, went for a lunch in some kind of seafood restaurant, not bad. Then they took 

us for a tour around the city, very interesting, talked to some Spanish guys, laughed, etc. The second day, we, the students, 

had an assignment to go around the city and take photos, so we did. We were having fun, talking, sharing information about 

our countries and people. When we got back to school, we were just killing time with some socializing, and so on… The next 

day we went for a little trip to Hondaribia, a town very near to the French border. We took a tour, found out some 

interesting stuff about the town and the people there, saw a lot of stuff and then we had some free time so we went to 

France by boat and drank hot chocolate, nothing special. Later that afternoon, we and the Polish (others didn't want to go 

with us, wonder why) met our old friends Xavier and Bastian, and some two girls, I forgot their names. We went for another 

tour of the city and I must admit, this one was far more interesting than the ones before. They took us for a drink, few 

drinks actually, and after that we went to our hotel in Lasarte, which is about 10 km from San Sebastian, shame that we all 

weren't in the same hotel, but what can you do! The day after that we went to Bilbao, a tour around the city, again, went to 

the Guggenheim, interesting structures, but I don't like art much. It's nothing special, for example, you see a black line on a 

white surface and that's art. One-year-old baby can do the same! But if that's what makes people happy, let it be. Long story 

short, my trip to Spain was awesome, especially beacause of hanging out and conversing with people from other countries 

and learning about their culture and way of living. ▪ D. J. I. 

Life in 2063 will be much different. People will live 

longer than today. It will be normal to live 120 

years. Unfortunately, the climate is going to change. 

Temperatures will be much higher. South and 

North Pole are going to melt and sea level will rise 

up. Because of that, some towns won't exist any-

more.  Journey on Mars?  Why not? That is going to 

be normal. Technology will advance but people won't 

be happier because of it. 

Anja Horvatinović, 15 

Hm, life in 2063. I will be 66 years old. I hope that 

scientists will be able to create a new me. I think 

about it every day. When I will be sick, tired or just 

lazy I will take Angle 2 from wardrobe and I will 

activate her. She will go to work or maybe to school; 

she will cook and do everything what I want. At that 

time I will just lie in my bed. Other people will not 

know who it is, me or Angela 2. Imagine how that 

could be amazing. When I want to return, I will take 

Angela 2 back to my wardrobe and I will continue 

with my life. When I return, I will know everything 

what Angela 2 was doing and saying.  

Andela Filipović, 15 

Life in 2060 will surely change. Like our climate’s 

changing, everything else will. Human inventions 

are moving forward so rapidly. Technology is the 

most powerful thing we develop. There is no doubt 

that in 2060 people will invent all kinds of different 

stuff that could make their lives easier to live. Ro-

bots, glowing walls, talking chairs will be usual 

gadgets people will use every day. People may never 

research human brain completely, but they’re smart 

enough to invent these kinds of stuff. Although, 

there is a chance for humans to research brain. 

Ines Kupsjak, 15 

In 2063 life is going to be easier than it is now. Com-

puters and special purpose robots will do almost all 

the work. Humans will supervise and improve ro-

bots. With more time on their hand, people will en-

joy walking in nature, playing and discovering new 

things. It is possible that we will find a way for hu-

mans to regenerate organs. We may be able to un-

derstand the human brain and manipulate our 

needs.  

Ivan Pavleković, 15 



DISCOVER  YOUR  CELTIC  HOROSCOPE  SIGN! 

Celtic astrology is 7,000 years old and it's based on the ancient idea that the time of our births is pivotal to the 

formation of our personality and behaviour. This horoscope has 21 signs which cover different periods of a year. 

Every sign is symbolised by a tree. Look at  the  chart  below ,  discover  your  tree  and  follow the  druids' ad-

vice! 

CELTIC HOROSCOPE 1/4 
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FIR (January 2nd-January 11th; July 5th-July 14th) 

UNDER THE SIGN OF MYSTERY. The Fir tree with its 

needles always green, even in winter, evades the time which 

passes by. 

YOUR PROFILE: Just like the tree that governs you and 

grows on the tops of the mountains, you live in high spheres. 

You don't want to be easily accessible. Sometimes you even 

have the reputation of being rigid. 

DRUIDS' ADVICE: If you want to 

fly high, the way is open. But, you 

should think first before you choose 

a new task for yourself. You're 

bending underneath very heavy 

responsibilities, but don't give up. 

You are strong enough and you can handle all the difficul-

ties. Have faith in yourself, and you'll be successful.  

ELM (January 12th-January 24th; July 15th-July 

25th) 

UNDER THE SIGN OF GENEROSITY. The majestic Elm 

tree, with its asymmetric leaves, used to be planted on the 

fields to create shade for the livestock. 

YOUR PROFILE: You hate everything 

that's too standard, too straight. People 

think you are kind of a marginal figure, 

but still they appreciate your generosity 

and your protective nature. You often 

fight against injustice and intolerance. 

DRUIDS' ADVICE: Don't hold on to 

your roots too tight. It is time to change the way. You are 

going to have some great ideas. You can even expect to get a 

lot of money, if you find the right way to it. Just be careful 

not to fritter it away.   

CYPRESS (January 25th-February 3rd; July 26th-

August 4th) 

UNDER THE SIGN OF LOYALTY. The symbol of immortal-

ity, the cypress is also called ''the tree of life''. 

YOUR PROFILE: Strong and resistant, you are capable of 

big achievements, provided you feel you have support. You 

can't stand being alone, and you have 

the need of a loyal companion by your 

side. When you love, it's for the whole 

life! 

DRUIDS' ADVICE: Sometimes your 

need to control everything causes in-

tolerance. Don't demand too much 

from your partner and try not to be too 

possessive. Get rid of your anxieties 

and think about your problems better. You are surrounded 

by good people. 

POPLAR (February 4th-February 8th;May 1st-May 

14th;August 5th-August 13th) 

UNDER THE SIGN OF FLEXIBILITY. The Celts consid-

ered this tree to be the symbol of uncertainty because of its 

transformations during the year and its colour changes 

according to seasons.  

YOUR PROFILE: You adjust very 

quickly and easily in all kinds of situa-

tions, but you don't have enough self-

confidence. If you want to flourish com-

pletely, you need some recognition. 

DRUIDS' ADVICE: Lose the fear of 

responsibility. Your artistic soul makes 

you escape mentally, but keep both feet 

on the ground and be pragmatic. It's 

not the time to question yourself. You 

have to grow! 

CEDAR (February 9th-february 18th;August 14th-

August 23rd) 

UNDER THE  SIGN  OF  CONFIDENCE. Because of its 

considerable size, the cedar tree is the symbol of grandeur 

and nobility. 

YOUR PROFILE: Naturally opti-

mistic, you have a lot of self-

confidence. Hard-working and 

able to make decisions very fast, 

you will do anything to reach the 

top of the social scale. You have a 

very strong sense of luxury, and 

you hate mediocrity. 

DRUIDS' ADVICE : Your career could develop quickly, but 

every excessive risk could cause harmful consequences. Try 

to avoid every kind of arrogance: even the big cedar can't 

survive on its own! 

To be continued... ▪ V. D. P. 



The difference between e.g. and i.e. 

 

When you mean “for example,” use e.g. It is an 

abbreviation for the Latin phrase exempli gratia. When 

you want to say “that is,” use “i.e.” It is an abbreviation 

for the Latin phrase id est. 

Those two abbreviations are easily confused. But if you 

just stick with good old English “for example” and “that 

is” you won't have a possibility to go wrong. On the 

other hand, if you insist on using the abbreviation, 

perhaps “example given” will remind you to use “e.g.,” 

while “in effect” suggests “i.e.” 

 

It's also good to know: e.g. indicates a partial list, so 

it is redundant to add “etc.” at the end of a list 

introduced by this abbreviation. ▪ K.P. 

FUN FACTS 
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HIGH SCHOOL ELECTIONS 

FOR THE EURO PARLIAMENT 

A few days before the first Croatian elections for the Eu-

roparl, grammar school students from Čazma chose their 

own representatives through an English project. They or-

ganized a debate for all the candidates to present their 

biographies, political careers and programmes they offer 

their constituency. After the presentation, the journalists 

and the members of three non-profit organizations had a 

chance to ask questions. Finally, all the students and their 

professors voted. 

The project combined several notions: CLIL, Civic educa-

tion through English, an interdisciplinary approach and 

out-of-classroom procedure. The materials students used, 

developed by professor Pavlović and copyright, explain 

how the EP functions, give an overview of a good MEP’s 

characteristics, outline the project procedure and include 

role-play cards with key information about the partici-

pants. The students who volunteered to participate had to 

build on those.  

The preparation phase was done entirely outside the class-

room, in students' free time, mostly using Facebook. The 

candidates prepared their CVs and political manifestoes 

while journalists and NGO representatives (Youth Net-

work, Homeland in my Heart and All Equal) wrote ques-

tions for the candidates. The debate and the election pro-

cedure took place in the school hall.  

There were three candidates:  Lucija Piršljin for the left 

wing, Marko Dropulja for the right wing and Matea 

Gredelj for the green party. They had teams of three 

assistants to help them prepare for the debate. All the 

candidates had impressive resumes, and amazing politi-

cal programmes, sticking to the political option they 

represent. There were four journalists: Antonela Koren, 

Ivka Josipović, Boris Gogić and Denis Prigorec and 

three representatives from three different NGOs: Doris 

Marjanović, Maja Bundović and Ivan Tomašević, asking 

intelligent and provocative questions. The host of the 

debate was Mihovil Sudar and the elections committee 

was composed by Marija Jurina and Nives Pleše. 

Incidentally, the winner was the right wing candidate, 

Marko. It seems that his political programme and harsh 

attitude appealed to the majority of voters.  I.P. 

Above: the candidates 

Bottom left corner: the audience and counting the votes 



I cnduo't bvleiee taht I culod aulaclty 

uesdtannrd waht I was rdnaieg. Unisg 

the icndeblire pweor of the hmuan 

mnid, aocdcrnig to rseecrah at 

Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't 

mttaer in waht oderr the lterets in a 

wrod are, the olny irpoamtnt tihng is 

taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the 

rhgit pclae. The rset can be a taotl 

mses and you can sitll raed it whoutit 

a pboerlm. Tihs is bucseae the huamn 

mnid deos not raed ervey ltteer by 

istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. 

Aaznmig, huh? Yaeh and I awlyas 

tghhuot slelinpg was ipmorantt!  

Some confusing words in English 
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Practice and practise: 

Practice is a noun. 

For example: ''We have to 

put our ideas into 

practice.'' 

Practise is a verb. 

For example: ''You have to 

practise a lot to learn 

Croatian.'' 

!Note: This is only true in 

British English! ▪ K.P. 

Moan and mourn: 

Moan as a verb, means to 

complain in an unhappy 

voice, usually about 

something which does not 

seem important to other 

people. Like school or the 

weather. 

For example: ''Students 

always moan about the 

homework.'' 

Mourn is a verb that means 

to express great sadness, 

especially because of 

someone's death. 

For example: ''Many people 

throughout the world 

mourned the death of Lady 

Diana.'' 

Homework and 

housework: 

Homework refers to tasks 

assigned to students that 

they mostly have to do 

outside of class. 

For example: "All students 

in Croatia get too much 

homework."  

Housework refers to 

household chores, like 

cleaning and cooking. 

For example: "I never seem 

to have any fun doing 

housework. But there's 

always something that 

needs polishing." 

Heroin and heroine:  

Heroin is a noun, it is a 

powerful illegal drug, it is 

extremely addictive! 

For example: ''They were 

arrested for using heroin.'' 

Heroine is a female 

person who is admired for 

having done something 

brave or something great. 

The male equivalent is 

hero.  

For example: "Joan of Arc 

is one of  best known 

heroines of France." 

If you are a fan of Harkness and 

Kostova, then you'll probably enjoy 

Danielle Trussoni’s Angelopolis - se-

quel to the bestselling Angelology. 

This stunning follow-up is part his-

torical novel, fantasy, love story, 

thriller, and mystery conceived 

against a fresh tableau of science, 

history and myth that will, once 

again, enthral readers all over the 

world due to a high-octane tale of ab-

duction, treasure 

seeking, and di-

vine warfare as 

the fate of hu-

manity once 

again hangs in 

the balance. ▪ 

I.P.  

Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, a Jazz 

Age tale of sex, lies and conspicuous 

consumption, may be the greatest 

American novel. But the tale of dirt-

poor Jay Gatsby reinventing himself 

to win the woman he loves has defied 

five attempts at filming. The latest 

try is an unusual mashed-up take on 

the classic story with DiCaprio as 

Gatsby and the stel-

lar Mulligan as 

Daisy. If you like the 

mix of the modern 

with the old, you’re 

in for a grand party. ▪ 

I.P.  

Train's sixth LP California 37 shows 

them bravely playing with brand new 

territory. The lead single Drive By, 

gives quite the departure with its 

speedy strum and vigorous bounce, a 

theme carried through to Mermaid 

and 50 Ways to Say Goodbye, both 

armed to the hilt with hefty hooks 

and mighty pop choruses. With other 

tracks a bit softer, some might say 

Train are losing their edge and sail-

ing to more mainstream, commercial 

waters, but we 

say, give them a 

chance. ▪ I.P.  

CHECK IT OUT! 
Have you read this?       Have you seen this?           Have you heard this? 



Are you a working professional looking for a 

chance to earn a degree at your own pace, for ca-

reer advancement or career changes? Why not 

give a go to some of hundreds of online programs 

and schools? Earning a degree from an online 

course can possibly lead to a promotion and/or 

salary increase, or prepare you for a new career. 

Even though classroom learning may be consid-

ered more traditional, online education is benefi-

cial in its own right. Below are 5 advantages to 

online learning. 

1 There is a variety of courses and programmes 

offered. 

2 Some courses are accredited and guarantee bet-

ter career prospects. 

3 Costs are lower - tuitions are cheaper and 

there's no travelling. 

4 It is time saving and thus easier to fit into your 

working week. 

5 You are able to manage your time and complete 

assignments on your own schedules. ▪ I.P.  

HAVE YOU TRIED... 

ONLINE COURSES 

T
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THE EXAM PITFALL 

Even though we all claim our main goal in teach-

ing English lies somewhere between the lines of 

enabling students to communicate well in English 

and developing students to be better people, we are 

more than aware that our success or failure will be 

measured not by how well they can express them-

selves in real life nor how well they fit into society. 

For most of us, there is an important exam at the 

end of the teaching process, and the only way to be 

successful is to have students who pass it. Prefera-

bly, with flying colours.  Of course, this is bound to 

reflect on classroom practice. Here are a few ideas 

of what we should and shouldn't do.  

First of all, carefully study the curriculum and the 

exam catalogue to make sure you don't miss out 

anything from the exam syllabus. Think about the 

topics, grammar and vocabulary, skills and sub-

skills. Familiarise your students with all the exam 

task types and provide them with strategies to 

complete each of them with maximum efficiency. 

Don't forget to inform them about the assessment 

criteria; they need to know how to maximise their 

scores and how to avoid losing points.  

Finally, provide students with practice and rehearsal 

opportunities and try to make them as similar to the 

real exam as possible, so once they get to the real exam, 

they'll find their feet easily. 

The list of don't is much shorter and comes down to two 

things: don't let them be afraid of the exam and don't 

let them doubt their abilities. Of course, this doesn't 

mean we should pretend it is all a piece of cake or take 

it too lightly. I'm just saying some positive thinking will 

get both you and them a long way. ▪ I.P.  

IDEAS FOR TEACHERS 


